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     Spring 2023 
Dear Member, 
 
On April 22nd we held the first of our Working Parties for the year aimed at preparing the Garden for the 
summer months by clearing the Avenue of debris and resurfacing some of the paths with wood chippings. We 
had a great turnout with a marvellous response from the Scouts who took over the resurfacing of one of the 
paths showing excellent teamwork!  
It is so gratifying to see the participation of the local community in these working parties, contributing to the 
management of the Garden and enjoying themselves at the same time -  
 

 
 
As anyone who has ever owned even a small piece of land will know it doesn’t stay static, it keeps evolving 
either by intervention from nature or ourselves.  The current board of trustees of the Wild Garden are 
continually discussing the short, medium and long-term strategy for the monitoring, maintenance and 
development for the Garden, knowing that we are custodians for just a short time and the hope is that we will 
pass it on to the next generation in great condition to carry on the work.   
 
At our last meeting we looked at the big projects that might come up in the next 10 years which include 
dredging the large Upper Pond, reconstructing the island and reviewing the planting on there – a major 
undertaking that will mean a concentrated fund-raising opportunity. If anyone has experience of raising large 
sums of money and would be able to help, please do get in touch. 
 
As mere custodians of the Garden the aim of the current trustees is to maintain a balance between ‘the wild’ 
and ‘the garden’ - for the enjoyment of our members and visitors to the villages as well as the ‘natural’ 
inhabitants of the Garden. Our goal is to promote the conservation, restoration and management of The Wild 



Garden and to educate the public in the wider aspects of the physical and natural environment and historic 
aspects of The Wild Garden. 
 
These objectives were enshrined in our Conservation and Management Plan which many of you contributed 
towards back in 2011 and which has guided our work over the years. 
 
At our AGM in March this year we updated our members on the progress we had made towards these 
objectives: Membership stands at 166 reflecting the commitment to the Garden from across the community, 
we have established a new Glade for Reflection in what was an unattractive and damp area, the Cubs and 
Scouts are now heavily involved in the activities of the Wild Garden and we restored the sluice dam at the end 
of the canals. Looking back over the years we have carried out canal restoration, dry stone walling and hedge 
laying; promoted the installation of nesting boxes – including an owl box, and the installation of a bug hotel 
and attracted visitors from the Wychwoods and further afield.  
 
Now is the time to look ahead and see what the next ten years look like for the Wild Garden. How do we 
balance the various interests of those who wish to use the Garden? How do we provide the skills and 
enthusiasm to manage and look after the Garden in the future? Can we improve the accessibility to the 
Garden? Lots of unanswered questions and so do let us have your views and comments to help us set out the 
Conservation and Management Plan for the next ten years. 
 
 

FEEDBACK 
 
In the November newsletter I asked for some feedback on what the Wild Garden meant to you and I received 
the following responses:- 
 

• “The Wild Garden is a wonderful place for both enjoying the beauty of the wood throughout the 
seasons whilst taking time to reflect on every day events. The village is so fortunate to own such a 
unique facility” 

 

• Apart from its own natural beauty I am proud that we have saved such a wonderful area for the 
freedom and enjoyment it gives to so many.  It was and is a great exercise by local people in the 
interests of all. 

 

• Our thanks are due to all who work on it and control it and run it.  I have my own feelings about those 
who refuse to keep their dogs on leads. 

 

• In answer to your question, my wife and I both think that the Wild Gardens are a little oasis of calm 
and tranquillity and a real pleasure to walk around. 

 

• When my husband and I moved to Hunters Lodge on 1st September 1976 with my two boys, ages 
two and six months, I had the pleasure of meeting the owners of the Wild Garden.  They told me that 
it was purchased as a wedding present to Betty to walk their Staffordshire Bull Terrier and if I or my 
family wished to use it that I should feel free.  It was privately owned and I was not alone in being 
encouraged to use it.  Indeed, we all felt privileged that this privately owned haven of peace was 
available to us.  Everyone respected the facility and felt a pride that it belonged to Shipton and there 
was a feeling of elation to be able to enjoy the seclusion.   It was no where near as well preserved as 
it is today but it felt romantic and secret.   My two young boys cycled there as often as possible and 
virtually grew up there.  As to what I feel now, it is a sadness that it is often crowded, I see people with 
dogs not on a lead, and sometimes I pick up litter.  It is beautifully maintained, but oh how I wish it 
was the sanctuary of yesteryear. 
 

Thank you to all who responded; if you have any thoughts for the Trustees please do let us know. 
 

 
Caroline Trevers 
Trustee 


