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       November 2025 
Dear Member, 
 

It was our hope that we could begin to replant the island in the coming weeks and we 

had a full planting list from our landscape architect drawn out on a plan so we knew 

what to plant where.  However, the best laid plans of mice and men went totally out 

of the window when we noticed some fungus.  Sadly, further inspection confirmed 

that it was honey fungus so our planting scheme has had to be reviewed. 

Honey fungus is the common name for several species of Armillaria fungi in the UK 

that cause disease in trees and shrubs by attacking and killing their roots. It spreads 

underground via tough, root-like structures called rhizomorphs and is identifiable by 

honey-coloured mushrooms in the autumn, white mycelium under the bark, and 

symptoms like dieback. While there is no complete cure, control involves removing 

infected plants and their roots, clearing out rhizomorphs, and avoiding replanting 

susceptible species in the area for several years. 

Currently we are trying to dig out roots as we can but much of the fungus will be 

underground. The risk is that if we plant any of the trees and shrubs we had hoped 

for they could be susceptible to the fungus.  Our thoughts are turning more to a wild 

flower seed mix initially along with native bulbs such as snow drop and daffodils. 

 

Honey fungus on the island 

 

 



Corporate Volunteer Days 

We are fortunate to have a number of local companies who offer the opportunity for 

their staff to take a day out of their normal jobs and volunteer for local communities 

and charities.   A few weeks ago, we had a team of six people from Ridge & Partners 

in Woodstock who spent a Tuesday morning alongside our volunteers and helped us 

to spread more of the bark chippings on some of the paths.  The team from Ridge 

enjoyed their day and we look forward to seeing them again next year.  This was 

their second session with us and the relationship we have established is appreciated 

on both sides.  We are also planning a day next spring with another local company 

who are keen to volunteer. 

We received this email from the Ridge team the following day 

“It was a lovely day in the Garden yesterday and I would like to thank you all – as well as Dave and 

David – on behalf of all Ridge volunteers, for this experience       

Everyone has expressed how much they liked working in the Garden with you and we would like to 

return for more of these days in the future.” 

 

Having had our own Saturday volunteer session a few days before we were able to 

cover quite a lot of ground in the two sessions.  Thank you to those who came to 

help, especially the Shipton volunteers and for those who brought cakes for coffee 

time.  All aspects of volunteering are gratefully received. 

Happy Christmas!! 

 
Caroline Trevers 
Trustee 


